Understanding Shakespeare: Chunking of Text
Chunking is a reading strategy that will help you make sense of Shakespeare’s language. The one thing you must remember is you need to read a speech more than once in order for it to make sense. 

Chunking involves grouping lines together to figure out meaning. It is the punctuation in a speech that guides how lines are chunked. 

Only i) has the glossary included. You may use the glossary in the Twelfth Night text in the room for help. The Act, Scene, and Line numbers are written beneath each passage. 
Steps: 

1. Read the character’s entire speech. It may consist of many lines or only a few. 

2. Re-read the speech, but this time pay attention to the punctuation used. When there is a comma, pause. When there is a complete stop (.), an exclamation mark, a question mark, a colon, or a semi-colon, stop reading the speech at this point. 

3. Now chunk these lines together. For instance, if in the speech there is not a complete stop until the end of line 8, chunk lines 1 to 8 together. 

4. Next, try to figure out what the character’s main idea or point is in the eight lines. Use the glossary located to the left of the text to help you decipher this. Remember, you don’t need to understand every word, just the overall idea. 
5. Then move onto the next part of the speech and continue to chunk the lines together by paying attention to the punctuation. Do this for the entire speech. 

i) Follow the steps on chunking to understand the speech below: 

Glossary 



Text 
3 appetite: love’s appetite for

If music be the food of love, play on. 
music, it’s “food”               

Give me excess of it that, surfeiting, 

4 fall: cadence



The appetite may sicken, and so die. 
5 sweet sound: sound of a 


That strain again, it had a dying fall. 

gentle breeze

           
         5 Oh, it came o'er my ear like the sweet sound, 

9 quick and fresh: keen and 

That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

hungry 




Stealing and giving odor.  Enough, no more. 
10-11 nothwithstanding…sea: although
Tis not so sweet now as it was before. 
love’s desire can hold as much as the sea
O spirit of love, how quick and fresh art thou, 

 12 validity: value

         10 That, notwithstanding thy capacity 

      Pitch: excellence


Receiveth as the sea, nought enters there, 

13 falls…price: is cheapened and 

Of what validity and pitch soe'er, 

loses it’s value



But falls into abatement and low price 

14 shapes: imaginations 


Even in a minute. So full of shapes is fancy 

    Fancy: love


       15 That it alone is high fantastical. 
15 it…fantastical: there is nothing 

that is more imaginative 

1. How many times do you stop reading and chunk the lines? (Let the punctuation guide you) 

2. What are the main points/ideas of this speech? 

Chunk the Lines





Main Idea/ Point

If music be the food of love, play on. 

Give me excess of it that, surfeiting, 

The appetite may sicken, and so die. 

That strain again, it had a dying fall. 

Oh, it came o'er my ear like the sweet sound, 

That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

Stealing and giving odor. 

Enough, no more. 

'Tis not so sweet now as it was before. 

O spirit of love, how quick and fresh art thou, 

That, notwithstanding thy capacity 

Receiveth as the sea, nought enters there, 

Of what validity and pitch soe'er, 

But falls into abatement and low price 

Even in a minute. 

So full of shapes is fancy 

That it alone is high fantastical.

ii) Next, read the speech and match it to the main idea out of the options provided: 

1. Why, so I do, the noblest that I have. 

Oh, when mine eyes did see Olivia first, 

Methought she purged the air of pestilence. 

That instant was I turned into a hart, 

And my desires, like fell and cruel hounds, 

E'er since pursue me. (I, i, 18-23)
A: The first time I saw Olivia it was a stormy day. I wanted to speak to her, but my dogs kept following me around so I could not approach her. 

B: When I first saw Olivia she smelled awful. She has been pursuing me for so long that I don’t know if I can resist it much longer. 
C: I have been in love with Olivia since I first saw her and my feelings for her continue to hunt me.  

2. So please my lord, I might not be admitted, 

But from her handmaid do return this answer: 

The element itself, till seven years' heat, 

Shall not behold her face at ample view, 

But like a cloistress, she will veiled walk 

And water once a day her chamber round 

With eye-offending brine—all this to season 

A brother's dead love, which she would keep fresh 

And lasting in her sad remembrance. (I, i, 24-32)
A: She will not let me in and is refusing to see anyone for seven years as she is mourning her dead brother

B: She will not let me in as her brother will no longer allow her to speak to anyone for seven years. 

C: She will not let me in as she has been sick for seven years and is being cared for by her brother until she gets better. 

3. O, she that hath a heart of that fine frame 

To pay this debt of love but to a brother, 

How will she love, when the rich golden shaft 

Hath killed the flock of all affections else 

That live in her, when liver, brain, and heart, 

These sovereign thrones, are all supplied, and filled 

Her sweet perfections with one self king! 

Away before me to sweet beds of flowers. 

Love thoughts lie rich when canopied with bowers (I, i, 33-41)
A: She is too beautiful to be controlled by her brother and she will never have love if this continues. I will win her over with a bed of flowers!

B Although her sickness has affected many of her organs, she is still beautiful and I know I can heal her through my love! 

C: If she can love her brother that much, imagine how much she’ll love me once I win her over! 

iii) Read each of the speeches and provide the main idea of the whole speech: 

1. True, madam. And, to comfort you with chance, 

Assure yourself, after our ship did split, 

When you and those poor number saved with you 

Hung on our driving boat, I saw your brother, 

Most provident in peril, bind himself, 

Courage and hope both teaching him the practice, 

To a strong mast that lived upon the sea, 

Where, like Arion on the dolphin's back, 

I saw him hold acquaintance with the waves 

So long as I could see. (I, ii, 8-17)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
2. There is a fair behavior in thee, captain, 

And though that nature with a beauteous wall 

Doth oft close in pollution, yet of thee 

I will believe thou hast a mind that suits 

With this thy fair and outward character. 

I prithee—and I'll pay thee bounteously— 

Conceal me what I am, and be my aid 

For such disguise as haply shall become 

The form of my intent. I'll serve this duke. 

Thou shall present me as an eunuch to him. 

It may be worth thy pains, for I can sing 

And speak to him in many sorts of music 

That will allow me very worth his service. 

What else may hap to time I will commit. 

Only shape thou thy silence to my wit. (I, ii, 47-61)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Cesario, 

Thou know'st no less but all. I have unclasped 

To thee the book even of my secret soul. 

Therefore, good youth, address thy gait unto her; 

Be not denied access, stand at her doors, 

And tell them there thy fixed foot shall grow 

Till thou have audience. (I, iv, 12-18)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

