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Ms. Fraser

The Sniper- Liam O’Flaherty

Part A: Vocabulary

Before reading the story, define the following words. Use a dictionary to assist you, but write the definition in your own words.  

a) twilight _________________________________________________

b) beleaguered _____________________________________________

c) spasmodically _____________________________________________

d) ascetic _________________________________________________

e) fanatic _________________________________________________

f) parapet _________________________________________________

g) turret __________________________________________________

h) ruse ____________________________________________________

i) paroxysm ________________________________________________

Part B: Comprehension 

After reading the story, respond to the following questions in detailed, complete sentences. Be sure to use lined paper!

1. Why is having a cigarette a risk for the sniper? 

2. Why would it be useless for the sniper to shoot the enemy’s car?

3. How does the sniper fool his enemy? Describe the tactics he used. 

4. Compare the sniper’s attitude towards fighting before and after he kills the enemy. Use specific examples from the story. 

Part C: Focus on Setting and Mood

1. Describe the setting of the story. What city does it take place in? What are some details that tell you what the city looks like and what is going on within that city? Are there any details that tell you when it took place? Explain the importance of the setting to the story’s plot. 

2. Mood is created by appealing to the 5 senses (taste, touch, smell, sound, sight). List at least one example for each where O’Flaherty appeals to sense to create mood. 

3. Reread the first paragraph of the story. What contradictory moods are created? What words or phrases create these moods?

