
‘id
e
s

oes
are

p
erso

n
al.

P
ersonal

co
m

m
en

ts
ab

o
u
t

toes
are

;ust
a
s

is
p

itsO
flal

a
com

rncnts
about

how
I

look
in

a
b

ath
in

g
su

it:’

1
rjl1

t,
do

ou
w

m
t

m
e

to
toil

i
on

how
I

think
you

look
in

\ our
b

ath
in

g
suit?”

‘\o
.

I
m

realls
not

interested
in

.
o
u
r

opinion
ot

h
o
w

I
look

in
rn

h
ath

in
g

su
it

O
kay,

then.
H

cw
do

I
look

in
m

in
e.”

‘W
et.”

P
jtu

re
m

e
dry.”

“P
lease.

I
already

had
a

nightm
are

last
n
ig

h
t”

Ih
at

sn
o
t

sery
nice.

L
ook,

I’m
sorry,

b
u

t
you

just
w

alk
up

to
m

e,
drip

on
m

y
feet,

and

ta
rt

raving
about

m
y

toes
an

d
have

the
gall

to
m

ake
this

incredible

ssu
m

p
t1

o
n

that
I’m

going
to

be
so

devastated
by

your
w

it
an

d

ch
arm

—
’

“A
nd

m
y

good
lo

o
k
s.’

“—
and

y
o
u
r

m
edestt,

that
I’ll

fall
m

adly
in

love
w

ith
you.”

‘W
ell

actually,
I

didn’t
expect

you
to

fall
m

adly
in

love
w

ith
m

e
in

the
tirst

fw
e

m
inutes

of
o

u
r

relationship.”

“See,
that’s

just
w

h
at

I
m

ean!
W

e
don’t

have
a

relationship.”

“i’m
ii o

rk
in

g
on

it.
H

ow
’m

I
doing

so
far?

Say,
on

a
scale

of
one

to

“M
in

u
s

three
L

ook,
w

o
u
ld

you
please

m
ove?

Y
ou’re

stan
d

in
g

in

front
of

the
su

n
and

I’m
going

to
have

a
big

w
hite

stripe
rig

h
t

in
the

m
iddle

ot
m

y
back.”

‘1
didn’t

m
ean

tor
you

to
sit

dow
n.

1
m

eant
for

you
to

go
aw

ay
”

B
ut

you
d
id

n
’t

e
t

a
good

look
at

m
e

yet.
A

ll
you

could
see

w
h

en

I
w

as
stan

d
in

g
up

w
as

m
y

knees.
T

hey’re
not

necessarily
m

y
best

fe
a

ture.
T

his
w

ay,
you

can
look

straig
h

t
at

m
e.”

so
w

,
com

e
on.

I’m
reall}

p
retty

nice-looking.”

r
really

p
retty

conceited.”

‘I’m
ju

S
t

rep
eatin

g
w

h
at

o
th

er
p

eo
p
le

ha\
C

tom
m

e
S

rn
e

p
t’o

p
c

think
I

look
a

lot
hkc

B
urt

R
eynolds.”

orne
peop

Ic
think

the
earth

is
hat.

“I’m
getting

this
definite

im
pression

that
you’re

not
being

‘dazzled
h

i
m

y
w

it
and

charm
.”

“H
o

w
very

o
b

serv
an

t
of

you.”

“T
hat’s

the
first

nice
thing

v
o

u
h
e

said
to

m
e.

“1
w

as
being

sarcastic.”

“I
know

,
hut

I’m
g
rasp

in
g

at
straw

s.
I

th
o

u
g
h
t

for
cure

if
the

w
it

and
charm

d
id

n
’t

w
ork,

I
could

alw
ay

s
fall

back
on

m
y

good
looks.’

“Y
ou

can
fall

back
on

your
h
ead

,
for

all
I

care”
“T

his
isn’t

going
exactly

as
I

p
lan

n
ed

it.
C

ould
w

e
start

all
over

again?
H

i,
there,

m
y

nam
e’s

A
lan.

‘A
hat’s

yours?”
“H

epzibah.”

‘...H
ep

zib
ah

?..
I

see.
A

n
d

w
hat

do
y
o
u

r
friends

call
you?”

“H
ep

zih
ah

”

“LJh,
I

don’t
w

an
t

to
insult

you
or

anything,
just

in
case

o
u
r

nam
e

really
is

H
epzihah,

h
u

t
I

have
this

fu
n
n
y

suspicion
you’re

p
u
ttin

g
m

e

“F
lurge.’

“I
beg

your
p

ard
o

n
.”

“M
v

last
nam

e.
F

iurge.”

“H
epzthah

Flu
rile’”

“R
ight.”

“Y
ou’re

going
to

b
u

rst
out

laughing
an

y
m

in
u
te,

Ican
tell.

C
om

e
on,

look
m

e
straig

h
t

in
the

eye
an

d
tell

m
e

y
o

u
r

n
am

e
is

H
ep

zib
ah

F
lurge.”

“M
y

n
am

e
is

H
ep—

1-Iep—
”

‘,I
knew

it!
Y

ou
can’t

even
keep

a
straig

h
t

face.
Y

ou
can’t

c
i

en
c
a
y

it.,..
Y

ou
know

,
you

h
av

e
beautiful

eyes.
‘A

hat
colour

are
they

e\actlv
?’

B
row

n,”

“E
k

n
o

w
b

u
t

there
are

little
specks

of
som

ething
in

them
that—

”
“P

robably
sand.”

L
;*

d
&

i


