
I
w

,
com

e
on

d
o

n
’t

go
all

cold
and

sarcastic
an

m
e

again.
W

e

w
ere

d
o
in

g
so

w
cll

a
r
u
n
u
te

ago.”

“1
hadn’t

n
ticed

“S
ure,

you
ix

re
lau

g
h

in
g

an
d

c
i

“rything.
R

eally
sort

of
loosening

o
k
n
o
n

w
h
at

I
m

ean?
Y

ou
w

ere
right

here;
you

ix
ouldn’t

have

m
icced

it.
W

H
af’

y
‘ir

nam
e,

really
?
“

A
nne.

“T
here,

that’s
b

ctter
M

ine’s
A

lan.”

“
Y

o
u

told
m

e

“1
know

,
h

u
t

I’m
runiiirig

out
of

ideas.
I

did
all

m
y

best
stuff

alread
y

”

“T
hat

w
as

y
o

u
r

best
stuff?

Y
ou’re

in
trouble.’

“W
ell,

help
m

e
out.

W
hat

kind
of

a
person

are
you

to
leave

m
e

floundering
aro

u
n
d

tor
som

ething
to

say
like

this?
I

m
ean,

this
is

really

em
barrassing.

T
he

least
you

could
do

is
hold

up
your

end
of

the
d

is

cu’sion.”

“I
d

id
n

’t
start

this
ridiculous

conversation—
if

you
can

even
call

it
a

conversation.
I

don’t
see

w
hy’

I
have

to
take

any
responsibility

for

keeping
it

up.”

“W
hat

kind
of

an
attitu

d
e

is
that?

W
hat

if
everybody

felt
th

at
w

ay?

W
hat

k
in

d
of

a
w

o
rld

w
o

u
ld

this
be?”

“Q
uiet.”

“B
oring.”

“P
eaceful.”

“N
ot

necessarily
If

n
o

b
o

d
y

com
m

unicated
w

ith
anybody

else

there’d
he

w
ars

all
the

tim
e.”

“T
here

are
w

ars
all

the
tim

e.”

“
.
.
.

LJh,
yeah.

W
ell.

G
ood

point.
W

ould
you—

urn—
like

m
e

to
rub

som
e

su
n
tan

oil
on

your
shoulders?”

““Jo,
thank

you.”

W
ould

you
like

to
rub

som
e

on
m

ine?”
“\T

ut
particularly.”

“L
ook,

\n
n

e
i’m

getting
d

esp
erate

here.
W

here
did

I
go

w
rong?

D
id

I
com

e
n

too
strong?”

\
littk

ia
x

v
o
n

the
ix

it
and

charm
?”

H
e

I
like

w
t

and
barm

as
m

uch
as

the
next

person,
but—

”
“1

ox
erd

id

‘It
v
as
t

tc
‘as,

ix
a
n

t
it?

I
really

turned
you

ott
x

iith
th

at
sthff

ab
o

u
t

y
o
u

r
toes.”

‘It
ixas

just
u
h

at
you

call
a

conxersahonaj
gam

bit.
\o

u
know

,
an

ie-h
reak

er
I

m
ean,

not
that

I
don’t

think
vnur

tees
are

extrem
ely

attractive—
’

“A
ll

right,
all

right.
Isw

ear
I’ll

never
m

ention
your

toes
again.

F
rom

this
m

niure
on.

as
far

as
I’m

concerned,
your

toes
don’t

exist.
It’s

just—
w

ell,
w

h
at

should
I

have
said?”

“
i\h

a
t’

w
rong

w
ith

hello?
“F

{el1o
Just

hello?
B

ut
w

hat
about

after
that?

W
hat

h
ap

p
en

s
after

I
s
a

hello?”

‘
h
o

know
s?

If
xou

don
t

try
it

you’ll
never

find
out.”

kn
right.

Ilere
goes.

B
ut

I
don’t

think
this

is
going

to
w

o
rk

,,..
Ik

ilo
,

Y
one.”

“H
ello,

A
lan.

F
low

’s
the

ixater?”
‘L

h,
it’s

xery
cold

w
h

en
you

first
go

in,
hut

it
w

arm
s

u
p

after
a

xinile.”

“A
lot

of
things

are
like

that,
don’t

you
think

so,
A

lan?”
“1

.
.
.

I
think

I
see

w
hat

you
m

ean.”
“1

felt
certain

you
w

ould
.
.
.
“


